
Thursday, January 7 

Book Buzz 

Children’s and teen books discussed in the morning from close to two dozen publishing representatives 
highlighting the best new books for the coming season. 

Adult titles were highlighted in the afternoon. Bags of advanced reading copies were available with pre-
registration, and also after the event. 

Friday, January 8 

The Future of Teen Services in LIS Education 

This basically broke down to a roundtable discussion on what we need to do/what we need to learn as 
professionals, negatives/positives of library school, and a debate on youth services, as well as how to 
recruit teen services librarians. YALSA presented a call to action on 6 issues focusing primarily on the 
way technology continues to impact communication methods, teaching, and learning; teens entering 
the workforce without critical skills, and the paradigm shift of libraries. The people running the session 
were all academic librarians and seemed to be gathering public librarians’ opinions to use for further 
research and publication.  

Ignite Session: Milk and Cookies with Strangers, and Other Ideas from Burning Man 

What libraries can learn from the Burner culture – the 10 Principles of Burning Man. I loved this! The 
Principles are seen as a reflection of the community’s ethos and culture and focused on Radical 
Inclusion, Gifting, Decommodification, Radical Self-reliance, Communal Effort, Civic Responsibility, 
Leaving No Trace, Participation, and Immediacy.  

Scholastic Library Publishing 

Scholastic provided a slideshow and small discussion on developing library programs that raise student 
achievement. Many of the slides were depressing as they talked about the correlation between student 
drop-outs and incarcerated youth. The focus of the presentation was on school libraries, but much, if 
not all, of the information directly relates to public libraries.  

Saturday, January 9 

YALSA Trends Impacting YA Services  

This was another session dedicated to theory, and focused primarily on the impact of libraries on young 
adults, the use of providing a young adult reading and resource area, information seeking behaviors and 
needs of young adults, and informal and formal learning environment sand young adults. Librarians 
shared their interests and impacts in the field.  

Libraries Transform – Understanding Change 

Looking at libraries current context and looking ahead. 

Simmons Alumni Dinner 

Immediate Past President, Courtney Young  



Sunday, January 10 

Teens Social Media Attitudes and Behaviors: What the Research Means for Library Services 

Every session I attended on youth services seemed to focus on youth being underrepresented, and the 
positive experiences librarians can provide to keep this age group coming back to the library.  

Creativity, Innovation and Change: Libraries Transform in the Digital Age! 

ALA sponsored many of these sessions about Transforming Libraries! and they all boiled down to 
librarians needing to think dramatically different than they have in the past, develop new approaches to 
library programming, and keep a positive outlook on the changing role of the librarian.  

We Need Diverse Books: Kody Keplinger, Malinda Lo, Adam Silvera, Heidi Heilig, Marieke Nijkamp 

A discussion with a panel of authors and the diverse books they have each written, and how their books 
add to the diversity of children’s literature. Authors discussed the best introduction of LGBTQIA+, 
disabled characters, the issues of privilege, bias, and the importance of ongoing need for these stories.  

President’s Program: Cory Booker 

Monday, January 11 

ALA Youth Media Awards 

Libraries Transform – Social Innovation 

This was an outward looking forum on exploring the changes happening in our communities.  

Closing Session: Chelsea Clinton 

 


