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  I would like to thank the PSA for contributing to my attendance at the USACAL 2013 
conference in Washington, D.C.  At the conference I had the opportunity of participating in 
several workshops and discussions related to ABE (Adult Basic Education), ESL (English as a 
Second Language), adult education policy, as well as immigration reform.  The purpose of the 
trip was to learn about different ABE and ESOL pedagogy, various partnerships for literacy 
services, receive advice about volunteer training, and to network with people and organizations 
that can be an influence in implementing new literacy services and refining old services at the 
Boston Public Library. 
 There were several highlights for me.  The first was learning about the Plaza Comunitaria 
and how exactly to bring this program into a library setting.  PC is an educational program 
offered through a partnership between the US and Mexican government that prepares and awards 
accreditation and certification of Basic Education to any Hispanic over 15 years old.  If I can 
implement this at the library we would be able to offer ABE services in Spanish with the goal of 
helping participants earn their GED (in Spanish).  Another workshop focused on service learning 
partnerships with colleges and universities.  Speaking from experience, literacy program 
representatives from North Carolina discussed how to use student volunteers in service learning, 
volunteering their time as a class requirement.  Beyond this, I attended a workshop on bringing 
workforce education into the ESOL classroom, various other teaching workshops, a discussion 
on reduced funding for adult education and its implications for programs as well as society, and a 
discussion of how immigration reform will affect ABE and ESL services (and the library, too). 
 Overall, the conference was informative and often times enlightening.  It gave me hope 
for the potential to bring more and improved literacy services to our patrons.  Not to mention, it 
was located in DC, which was almost worth the trip alone. 


